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After nearly six weeks of golden weather we could be pretty certain that any change coming 

would be one that would hang around for a while. At the time of writing we’ve had the first 

week of wet weather and the forecast is saying there’s another ten days of it coming. For 

many areas this system has been a welcome drought breaker. The Mayor of Raglan Road 

told your scribe recently that he’d had to buy a truck load of water for the first time ever. 

 

In this edition of NZAAA Newsletter you can read about: 

• AG SRP Meetings 

• Conference 2014 

• The Demo Day 

• Toolbox 

• Last Word 

 

AG SRP Meetings 

 

You will have received an invitation to these meetings from CAA. It is really important that 

you attend because the future of Ag Aviation in NZ is being re-written and it is vital that you 

have your say. This is one agenda that you cannot leave to your elected committee. The 

meetings require input from ALL of the Ag Sector. And that means NZAAA members and 

non-members. The outcomes of the meetings are likely to be an Ag Operational Standard 

and an Ag Training Standard. But it’s the content of these standards that needs your 

attention. It is critically important that your expertise is included in these documents that 

will be owned by ALL of industry, not just NZAAA. And in due course CAA will be auditing 

you against these standards. As an industry we have the opportunity to write our own rules 

and this opportunity must not be missed. Just to remind you there are only two meetings. 

There were three but Wellington has been cancelled due lack of support. 

 

When Where 

CANCELLED Wellington 

0930 hours Thursday 1
st

 May Hotel Taieri, Main Rd, Mosgiel 

0900 hours Friday 2
nd

 May Airport Motor Inn, Hamilton 

 

It is important that you RSVP to Rotaryandag.administrator@caa.govt.nz 

 

See you there. 

 



Conference 2014 

 

Now called the Leadership Summit this event is being held at Wellington Stadium July 20
th

 – 

22
nd

. Following is the draft programme for NZAAA. 

NZAAA Conference Programme 2014 Wellington Stadium – Theme - Pilots in Focus  

Tuesday 21
st

 July  

 

830 Plenary Session with whole conference 

 

1000 Morning Tea 

 

1030 Profit & Profile  

 

1130 New Technologies -  (A management system 

ideal for small Operators) 

 

1230 Lunch in trade displays 

 

1330  BREAKOUT  

Fixed Wing 

• The myth 

behind 

overloading – 

our greatest 

cause of 

accidents 

Rotary 

• Helicopter  

 

 

 

 

Sunday 20
th

 July 

 

0900 Chemical Revalidation Course 

1530 E Cat Meeting 

1800 Welcome Social 

 

Monday 21
st

 July  

 

0830  Plenary Session with whole conference  

 

1000  Morning Tea 

 

1030 NZAAA Chairman’s Address Alan Beck 

 

1045 Pilots and Professionalism  

 

1130 SFF Project – what it means for pilots 

Lynette Wharfe 

John Sinclair 

John Maber 

 

1230 Lunch in trade displays 

 

1330 AG Sector Risk Profile – Ag Aviation - 

Outcomes and actions  

 

1430 Part 137 Operational Standard – what it 

means for pilots 

 

1515 Afternoon Tea 

 

1545 New Pilot Logbooks – Rick Graham 

 

1550 HSE Responsibilities  

 

1630 Trade Displays 

 

Awards Dinner 

 

1400 Incident Review Meeting (IRM) 

Why I: 

• Crashed on Take Off 

• Hit the loader 

• Etc 

 

What it means to have an accident 

 

1515 Afternoon Tea 

 

1545 IRM continues 

 

1615 Time in Service Recorder Update 

 

1620 Conference Roundup and evaluation by 

members 

 

1630 NZAAA AGM 

 

Wednesday 23
rd

 July P&WC Customer Day 

 

The Demo Day 



 

As part of our Sustainable Farming Fund Project, NZAAA undertook to run two 

demonstration days. The second one of these was run on Tuesday 15
th

 April at Helisika Ag’s 

base at Ardmore. The purpose of these days is to show regulators and stakeholders exactly 

what management tools we have at our disposal to manage the risks of the aerial 

application of sprays, fertiliser and baits so that those regulators can have confidence in the 

risk based approach that NZAAA has been advocating to them. Those risk factors appear in 

the following table. 

 

 

Attendees came from: EPA      

    Auckland Council    

    Waikato Regional Council   

    CAA      

    Dow Agrosciences    

    Landcorp     

    Timberlands     

    Rayonier 

    PF Olsen     

    Ngai Tahu 

 

They were asked to complete an appraisal and we’re happy to say they rated the day very 

highly, finding it invaluable.  

 

NZAAA wishes to offer a huge vote of thanks to the team at Helisika Ag for hosting the day 

and their willingness to open their doors to regulators. Events such as this cannot be run at 

a hall in Wellington! Nothing was too much trouble for these boys. We’d also like to thank 

Dow Agrosciences for its sponsorship of the event. We offer our thanks to others who 

contributed, Murray and Penny Beare, Samantha Sharif, Alan Beck and Owen Dodson. This 

event marks the last major function of the project. A report on the project will be delivered 

at conference. 

 

Breaking News 

Application site (target) 

Sensitive areas 

Wind direction 

Wind speed 

Particle size 

Product hazard 

Effective height of release of product 

Buffer zone 

Shelter belts 

Humidity and temperature 

Atmospheric stability 



 

This message just received. 

It is with a great deal of regret that I advise Graham Leach’s term as a flight examiner with 

ASL is coming to an end.  Unfortunately Graham recently lost his medical certificate and 

given this situation has agreed to no longer continue as flight examiner with ASL.  

  

Graham was one of the original staff members who helped set up ASL in July 1992.  He was 

particularly instrumental in transferring the flight examining role from the CAA to ASL and 

has been a key member in the on-going delivery of these services.  In 2007 Graham was 

appointed as the Senior Flight Examiner (Aeroplane). 

  

Graham will end his role with ASL on Tuesday 13
th

 May 2014. 

   

Bob Brownlie 

General Manager 

ASL 

 

I am sure that many of you will have had dealings with Graham Leach so will know the 

calibre and conscientiousness of the man. He will be sorely missed in this role. 

 

Toolbox 

 

Just a word on the technology session we are going to run at conference. An operator has 

developed a very simple management system that brings enormous benefits to Ag 

operators. The operator is going to share this with you and you can judge for yourself how 

useful it is to minimise time spent on compliance. And yes you’ll be able to buy it. This 

programme is a must see for all small Ag businesses. 

 

Last Word 

 

As the peak autumn season progresses and frustrations with the wet set in, keep your eyes 

on the ball and manage fatigue appropriately.  

 

And just a bit more from Benjamin Franklin 

• It takes many good deeds to build a good reputation, and only one bad one to lose it 

• Whatever is begun in anger will end in shame 

• When in doubt, don’t 

 

Send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and remember  

 

   

There’s another day 

tomorrow 


